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ALB detection by climber

70 percent. This means that under the best of cir-
cumstances, there is a detecton error rate on lightly
infested trees of approximately 30 percent.

#9. “Mulch created by grinding up
infested trees will spread ALB.”” This myth
speaks to unreasonable fears that may arise from
a general lack of understanding of the needs of
insects. Trees that are removed as part of an ALB
eradication program are reduced to wood chips
that are less than an inch in two dimensions.
This allows the material to become a deregu-
lated article. ALB requires a specific type and
amount of food to support complete develop-
ment through the larval stages. Extensive research
has shown that chipping trees to this size will
not only physically
eliminate the imma-
ture life stages of the
beetle; the chipped
wood is also inca-
pable of supporting
larval development.
Also, ALB larvae are
found in a specific
location. They are
inside trees, not
crawling E]b out on Chipped tree mulch
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the outside of trees. Chipping trees to the pre-
scribed chip size destroys the beetle’s food supply
and obliterates the *“home” where the larvae live.
ALB may be a scary beetle, but it’s not a “super
beetle.”

#10.“Little has been learned about ALB
and eradication doesn’t work.” The United
States Department of Agriculture, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA APHIS)
has been waging war against ALB since 1996,
Much has been learned during the past 15 years,
and several battles have been won; ALB has been
eradicated in Chicago and in several locations in
New York and New Jersey.

However, as we have learned with EAB, the
ultimate success of any eradication program tar-
geting a non-native pest depends upon early
detection.

ALB has been found in distinct and mostly
small populations. It was first found in North
America in 1996 and even now, infestations
remain confined. Thus, the management strategy
for ALB is eradication with the overarching goal
to eliminate ALB from all of North America.

How do we avoid falling into the trap of
believing these and other ALB myths and mis-
conceptions? First, keep yourself informed and
updated; never miss attending training programs
on ALB. Second, always consider the source of
vour information; does your source have an alter-
nate agenda? Finally, always separate facts from
opinions. Daniel Patrick Moynihan said it best:
“Everyone is entitled to their own opinions, but
not their own facts.” Al

Joe Boggs is an assistant professor with Ohio State
University (OSU) Extenston and the OSU
Department of Entomology. He works as a commercial
horticulture educator for OSU Extension, Hamilton
County, (Cincinnati). He can be reached via e-mail at

boggs.47@cfaes.osu.edu.

Amy Stone is a horticulture educator
and county director with OSU Extension,
Lugcas County (Toledo). She is the statewide
coordinator for the OSU Extension,
EAB/ALB Team. She can be reached via
e-mail at stone.91(@cfaes.osu.edu.

August is Asian Longhorned Beetle
Awareness Month. For more information,
visit www.beetlebusters.info.
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