
 
 

Thursday, February 4, 2021 
  
8:00 – 8:15 am Welcome & Announcements 
8:15 – 9:15 am Keynote – Scott Beuerlein 
     Landscapes that Matter 

   Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
   For all Attendees  

9:30– 10:30 am Concurrent Sessions 
• Annuals & Perennials 
• Emerging Ideas and Issues  
• Garden Center & Greenhouse Innovation  
• General Pest & Disease Management 
• Landscape Ecosystems  
• Tree & Shrub Care 
• Turfgrass Management 

 
10:30 – 11:00 am Break 
 
11:00 – 12:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

• Annuals & Perennials 
• Emerging Ideas and Issues  
• Garden Center & Greenhouse Innovation  
• General Pest & Disease Management 
• Landscape Ecosystems  
• Tree & Shrub Care 
• Turfgrass Management 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch Break 

 
1:00 - 2:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

• Annuals & Perennials 
• Emerging Ideas and Issues  
• Garden Center & Greenhouse Innovation  
• General Pest & Disease Management 
• Landscape Ecosystems  
• Tree & Shrub Care 
• Turfgrass Management 
 

2:00 – 2:30 pm Break 
 
2:30 – 3:30 pm Concurrent Sessions 

• Annuals & Perennials 
• Emerging Ideas and Issues  
• Garden Center & Greenhouse Innovation  
• General Pest & Disease Management 
• Landscape Ecosystems  
• Tree & Shrub Care 
• Turfgrass Management 
 

3:30 – 4:30 pm Concurrent Sessions 
• General Pest & Disease Management 
• Emerging Ideas and Issues 
• Tree & Shrub Care 
• Landscape Ecosystems  



Annuals & Perennials 
 Sessions Agenda 

 
Time Topic Speaker & Contact Info 

8:00 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker topic for all attendees 
Landscapes that Matter 

From the contemporary suburban yard to the plains once roamed by prehistoric 
man, there’s an amazing consistency to the kind of landscape humans have always 
favored. As if it were imprinted in our hearts, minds, souls, and DNA, we are 
universally, almost compulsively, drawn to a landscape that includes a handful of 
elements that subconsciously provide us with a sense of well-being. This talk will 
follow this thread through history and bring to the fore the elements that underlie all 
our best gardens and landscapes. It will start you thinking about how to include and 
accentuate them into landscapes and create more and better outdoor spaces that 
really matter.  

Scott Beuerlein 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden  

 

   
9:30 – 10:30 

 
What’s Hot in Annuals? 
Learn about the latest and greatest high impact annuals for the landscape.  Pam will 
discuss the results of the cultivar trials in Clark County as well as what’s on the 
horizon for 2021. 
 
 
 

Pamela J Bennett 
Associate Professor 
State Master Gardener Program Director 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
 

   
11:00 – 12:00 Solution Gardening and Great Plants for the Midwest 

Dr A will talk about the real reason people buy our plants, and it has little to do with 
names and newness. landscapers, designers and gardeners usually use a plant to 
solve a problem. From Deer Tolerance to Fragrance in the Garden, Dr A will look at 
plants in an entirely new light. He will also bring some excellent plants to the table, 
after all, we can’t worry about a solution if we can’t chose a plant. 

Alan Armitage, PhD 
University of Georgia 
Professor Emeritus 
Department of Horticulture 
 

   
 

1:00 – 2:00 
Trials and Tribulations at the Raker Trial Gardens 
 
Get a glimpse of the Raker-Roberta’s Trial Gardens, what it takes to set it up, how 
we make our decisions, and some of the top performers of 2020. 
 
 
 

Greg Michalak 
Raker’s  

   
2:30 – 3:30 Pest Management for Herbaceous Plants 

Stay on top of your herbaceous plantings and keep them looking great all season.  
Learn about the most common pests on herbaceous ornamentals, their identifying 
characteristics, life cycles, and how to manage them using Integrated Pest 
Management Techniques.   

Pamela J Bennett 
Associate Professor 
State Master Gardener Program Director 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
 

 



Emerging Ideas & Issues 
 Sessions Agenda 

 
 

Time Topic Speaker & Contact Info 
8:00 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker topic for all attendees 

Landscapes that Matter 
 
 
 

Scott Beuerlein 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden  

 

   
9:30 – 10:30 

 
Brood X periodical cicadas/ Cicada Safari app  
Description, life cycle, and impacts of the periodical cicada emergence that will 
occur this coming spring. The latest research as well as perceived management will 
be discussed.   

Gene Kritsky, PhD 
Mount St. Joseph University  
Dean of Behavioral & Natural Sciences 

   
11:00 – 12:00 How Invasive Plants, Earthworms and Deer Reshape Your Neighborhoods  Bernd Blossey 

Associate Professor 
Cornell University Extension 

   
 

1:00 – 2:00 
Ticks – What You Need to Know  
Identification of ticks and what you can do to protect yourself. This presentation will 
cover the range in efficacy of tick repellents as well as actions in landscapes such 
as insecticide treatments.  

Dr. Tim McDermott, DVM 
OSU Extension  

   
2:30 – 3:30 The EAB Aftermath – Conditions in Post-Invasion Forests in Michigan 

Ash trees were a major component of forest overstories in many areas of Michigan 
- until EAB came along.  This presentation will address the current status of ash 
species in stands invaded by EAB more than a decade ago, the long term 
prospects for ash survival, and how ash mortality has affected  understory 
conditions. 

Deb McCullough, PhD 
Professor 
Michigan State University 
Department of Entomology & Department of 
Forestry 
 

   
3:30 – 4:30 What Do Landscape Horticulture Graduates Look For in a Job? Live Panel: 

Student/Recent Graduate Q & A 
 
Finding good employees is one of the biggest challenges for landscape and 
horticulture service companies, but what do college graduates look for as they start 
their green industry careers? How can you make subtle changes that will not only 
inspire them to become interested in working for your company, but also make 
them want to stick around for many years to come? If you are curious as to what 
some of the brightest and most talented horticulture and landscape students are 
looking for in a job today, this open panel will allow you to go directly to the source! 
Join four current Cincinnati State Landscape Horticulture business students / recent 
graduates for a 1-hour Q & A, just in time for the spring hiring season! 

Ed Atkinson, Graduated FA 2020 with a 
double major in Landscape Horticulture and 
Sustainable Horticulture 
 
Lily Dean, 1st Year, Sustainable Horticulture, 
Anticipated Graduation Spring 2022 
 
Nathan McKain, Graduated in FA 2020 in 
Landscape Horticulture.  
 
Shawna Snider, 2nd Year Landscape 
Horticulture; will graduate in Spring 2021 



Garden Center & Greenhouse Innovation 
 Sessions Agenda 

 
Time Topic Speaker & Contact Info 

8:00 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker topic for all attendees 
Landscapes that Matter 

Scott Beuerlein 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden  
 

   
9:30 – 10:30 

 
Sunny Side Up: Sunflower disease management for everyone 
Sunflowers (Helianthus annuus hybrids and cultivars) are plants with wide appeal and a 
growing fan base. Once a field crop for oil or seed, they are now produced in 
greenhouses, tunnels, shadehouses, and in gardens and agritourism destinations. With 
their increased popularity has come increases in the varieties of ornamental sunflowers 
available, from compact to multistem, in a rainbow of colors. And let’s face it: After covid, 
we all need sunflowers. Unfortunately, sunflowers may be attacked by a range of fungal 
plant pathogens. This talk will focus on protecting sunflowers through propagation, 
production (for plants or cut flowers), for gardens, and even birds, though the use of 
cultural and chemical controls.  

Janna L. Beckerman, PhD 
Purdue University Professor 
Botany and Plant Pathology  
 

   
11:00 – 12:00 New Advances to Manage Insects in Greenhouse Crops 

The latest research-based management strategies will be presented including insecticide 
and non-insecticide approaches. 

Dr. Luis Canas, PhD 
OSU Associate Professor 
Department of Entomology 

   
 

1:00 – 2:00 
Bug’s Paradise: Wintering Tropical Plants in a Greenhouse 
 
Janna Pemberton Schmidt is a 6th generation owner of Pemberton’s Greenhouses in 
Lexington, KY. Storing tropical plants through the winter has been part of Pemberton’s 
business for 35 years. What started as a favor for a friend has become storing 1500 
plants for almost 500 customers. Plants range from tabletop size to 25 feet tall and often 
stay over six months. Janna will discuss the array of tropicals stored, typical insects 
found, and how they’re managed. 

Janna Pemberton Schmidt 
Pemberton’s Greenhouses 

   
2:30 – 3:30 Zero to Ecommerce: Setting up and Running a Retail Online Store  

In this course we will be discussing everything from starting an online store to managing 
an existing ecommerce store.  We will take an in depth look at how White Oak Gardens 
has developed their ecommerce into over $150k in 2020 using the WooCommerce 
Platform. 

Evan Webeler & Allison Steele 
White Oak Garden Center 
Allison Steele Consulting 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 



General Pest & Disease Management 
 Sessions Agenda 

 
Time Topic Speaker & Contact Info 

8:00 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker topic for all attendees 
Landscapes that Matter 

 
 
 
 

Scott Beuerlein 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden  

 

   
9:30 – 10:30 

 
Ornamental Disease Update:  
Review of 2020 and Assessing Emerging Threats  
One way to be proactive in plant disease management is to look back at the 
diseases of the previous year, evaluate successes in management, and learn from 
less-than-perfect strategies.  In this presentation, we will review common 
ornamental diseases to improve diagnostic skills and update management plans for 
the year ahead.  We will also cover newly emerging diseases with an aim to prepare 
for potential outbreaks in the future.   

Julie Beale 
University of Kentucky 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Lab 
Department of Plant Pathology 
 

   
11:00 – 12:00 Review of the Season in Insects 

The top tree and shrub pests observed in 2020 will be presented. Management 
strategies will be discussed with a focus on what works, and what doesn’t work. 
Learn what you need to know to prepare for the upcoming season. 

Jonathan Larson 
University of Kentucky 
Assistant Professor, Extension 
Department of Entomology 
  

   
 

1:00 – 2:00 
Top 5 Pond Inquiries…or Is That 7? 
This talk will cover managing plants, algae, and harmful algal blooms, including 
algaecide/herbicide applications.  

Eugene C. Braig IV Program  
Director, Aquatic Ecosystems  
OSU Extension School of Environment and 
Natural Resources  

   
2:30 – 3:30 The Big Picture:  Plant Diversity, Pollinators, and Pest Management 

Description:  Pest management and pollinator attraction/protection are two sides of 
the same coin in urban landscape ecosystems.  The abundance of flowering plants 
including trees translates into a decreased number of plant pests.  Pollinators 
themselves play a critical role in the reduced the need for insecticides.  This 
presentation reveals the multi-layered connections between pollen and nectar and a 
parade of unsung insect heroes that keep pests in check. 

Joe Boggs  
OSU, Assistant Professor  
Department of Entomology  

   
 

3:30 – 4:30 
 
 

Know Your Target:  Industrial Vegetation Management 
This presentation will focus on weed identification coupled with weed biology.  
Participants will learn why the application of this knowledge is so important to the 
success of short-term and long-term Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM) 
strategies including herbicide efficacy. 

Joe Boggs  
OSU, Assistant Professor  
Department of Entomology  

 



Landscape Ecosystems 
 Sessions Agenda 

Time Topic Speaker & Contact Info 
8:00 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker topic for all attendees 

Landscapes that Matter 
 

Scott Beuerlein 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden  

 
   

9:30 – 10:30 
 

Increasing Landscape Diversity in Your Own Front Yard 
 Monocrop lawns do little to increase biodiversity and habitat for pollinators and birds. 
Diversification of your lawn area can increase soil health, reduce run-off, augment soil carbon 
storage as well as play an important role in biodiversity protection. Corona gardens became 
important this pasts by also providing a food and entertainment source for people who were 
cooped up in their homes. This talk will cover many ways that diversifying your front or back yards 
can increase your happiness while adding environmental services to urban spaces. 

Tamara Benjamin, PhD 
Purdue Extension 
Assistant Program Leader Diversified 
Farming and Food Systems 
 

   
11:00 – 11:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11:30 – 12:00 
 

Talk 1: The Impact of Vegetation Management on Stormwater Quality and Quantity (30 
minutes) 
Watersheds are impacted by many things: roads, buildings, parking lots, sewer types, land use, 
and vegetation all play roles in the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff. This presentation 
provides an overview of these impacts and then details how property managers, municipalities, 
and individuals can choose to plant and manage vegetation to reduce surface flows and improve 
stormwater quality.  
Talk 2: Reimagining Parks and Open Spaces as Landscape Scale Green Infrastructure for 
Stormwater Management (30 minutes) 
An emerging opportunity for parks and recreation is the integration of green infrastructure and 
parks goals.  Parks and green infrastructure can be integrated to produce exponential benefits. 
This presentation uses examples from Cincinnati, Ohio and Malmo, Sweden to look at successful 
use of public parks and buildings to use green infrastructure for stormwater management and 
improving stormwater quality. 

Dave Gamstetter  
Business Developer 
The Davey Resource Group  

 

   
 

1:00 – 2:00 
Trees Please! HOW TO PROTECT THIS MOST VALUABLE ECOSYSTEM ASSET DURING 
CONSTRUCTION 
Urban growth and land development threaten mature trees and the numerous ecosystem services 
they provide. But, with a little knowledge, planning, and targeted action, these incredible property 
assets and their benefits can be preserved. 

Jennifer Gulick  
Urban Canopy Works ISA Certified 
Arborist/Municipal Specialist®  

   
2:30 – 3:30 The Landscape Ecology of Tree Defense 

Understanding ecological interactions between trees and their environment is fundamental to tree 
health care.  Interactions between trees, insects, and microbes are key determinants of tree 
defense, with important implications for effects of stress, cultural practices, and nutrient cycling on 
insect and disease resistance.  In turn, tree defense has important implications for interactions 
between insect pests and their natural enemies.  

Dan Herms 
The Davey Tree Expert Company 

   
3:30 – 4:30 Personal Protection Equipment 

This session will cover the basics of personal protective equipment for all pesticide applicators. 
Attendees will learn about PPE requirements listed on chemical labels and appropriate work 
clothing for any green-industry job will be outlined for applicators seeking to improve their 
operation’s safety practices. This session is REQUIRED for any Indiana applicators seeking 
PARP credit 

John Hawley 
Purdue University Extension 



Trees & Shrubs 
 Sessions Agenda 

 
Time Topic Speaker & Contact Info 

8:00 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker topic for all attendees 
Landscapes that Matter 

 
 

Scott Beuerlein 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden  

 

   
9:30 – 10:30 

 
Spotting the Spot – Informative Update on the 5 Ws of Spotted Lanternfly  
 
Come to listen and leave informed and hopefully engaged in the battle of this latest 
invasive species to arrive in Ohio. We will cover research updates, where it is and 
what you can do.  

Amy Stone 
OSU Extension 
 

   
11:00 – 12:00 Common Tree Issues 

 
 
 

Guy Fortner 
Board Certified Master Arborist | TRAQ | CTSP  
Bartlett Tree Experts  

   
1:00 – 2:00 Does TRAQ Increase your Professional Liability? 

 
 

Bill Fountain, PhD 
Extension Professor 
Department of Horticulture 
University of Kentucky 
 

   
2:30 – 3:30 Ethical Arboriculture 

Arboriculture has evolved into an applied science over many years and basic 
principles have forged the way for our industry and continue to influence practice and 
philosophy. Learn how we can build an ethical practice based on the tenets of the 
medical profession and create a sustainable environment for our business, employees 
and customers. 

Lindsey Purcell     
Urban Forestry Specialist 
Purdue Univers i ty  
Depar tement  o f  Fores try  and Natura l  
Resources  
 

   
3:30 – 4:30 Tree Work Safety  

Job Site Safety Briefings and Risk Matrix 
 
 

Matt Losey  
Regional Safety Manager 
Bartlett Tree Experts  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Turfgrass 

 Sessions Agenda 
 

Time Topic Speaker & Contact Info 
8:30 – 9:30 Keynote Speaker topic for all attendees 

Landscapes that Matter 
 

Scott Beuerlein 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden  

 
   

9:30 – 10:30 
 

Developing a Turf Fertility Program Travis Shaddox, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
University of Kentucky 

   
11:00 – 12:00 How about: Changing Your Management Options For Our Changing Turf 

Insect Pests! 
 
Wetter than normal spring and early summer weather has often masked first 
generation billbug and chinch bug damage. But hot, dry summer weather has 
allowed for second generations of both of these pests to cause damage in July and 
August.  Likewise, this weather has forced white grub development to be delayed, 
so early season grub control applications are likely to fail. In this session, we will 
discuss modifications of pest management options that maximize control and 
minimize cost. 

David J. Shetlar, PhD (the BugDoc)  
OSU Professor Emeritus of Urban Landscape 
Entomology  

   
 

1:00 – 2:00 
Communicating with Customers about Pesticides and Fertilizers 
Pesticides and fertilizers are important tools in our efforts to maintain attractive turf 
and landscape surfaces.  However, the use of these materials is controversial due 
to concerns over exposure or harm to the environment.  This session reviews some 
of these controversies and offers suggestions for how to talk to clientele about your 
use of these materials. 
 

Dave Gardner, PhD 
OSU Professor 
Department of Horticulture and Crop Science 

   
2:30 – 3:30 Dying turf, is it a disease? 

Separating non-infectious from infectious diseases is a critical first step in devising 
an effective turfgrass management program. This presentation will help to guide 
turfgrass managers on whether or not fungicide applications are an appropriate 
action. 

Todd Hicks  
OSU Turfgrass Pathology Program 
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